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A message from your new Training Officer: 
As you may be aware, I am the new Training Officer of the Guelph Squadron.  This is my first time being  
involved on the Bridge, and I am learning the ropes with a great deal of help from the many fine experienced 
members of your Bridge. 
I am quite excited about the course offering for the upcoming 2009/2010 training season.  We will once again 
be offering Wednesday night courses at Centennial High School on College Avenue.  Our registration night is 
September 16th, and classes begin on September 23rd.   We have an interesting line-up planned.  Through 
the help of many volunteer instructors and proctors, the Guelph Squadron will again present the Boating 
Course  over the fall and winter months.  This is a key robust course in boating knowledge, foundational in 
supporting safe boating.  It is our hallmark course, and the Guelph Squadron has always been superb in its 
delivery.  In addition, starting in the fall, we will be offering Seamanship  (formerly Piloting) which is the follow-
on course for those who have completed the Boating Course. 
Several exciting elective courses are also on the slate.  In the fall we will be offering a one session seminar in 
Distress Signalling .  This is a unique opportunity to review a key aspect of emergency preparedness.  Start-
ing in the winter session, we will be offering Fundamentals of Weather , instructed by Terry Gillespie, one of 
the most knowledgeable instructors of this subject in Canada.  Radar for Pleasure Craft will also be offered 
in the winter session, and Maritime Radio will be offered in the Spring. 
As an advanced course, Junior Navigator (the first of two courses in offshore navigation, including celestial) 
will start in the winter.  This is available to those who have completed Advanced Piloting. 
I would be interested in hearing from you, the membership, about our proposed course offering.  Please feel 
free to contact me by phone or email to let me know which of the planned courses you would be interested in 
taking, or if there are other CPS courses not mentioned in this list that you would like us to consider. 
My phone number is 519-823-5143 and email is dwilliams@gto.net . 
In closing, I’d like to extend a warm welcome to one of our newest Guelph Power Squadron members.  This is 
John (Jack) P. Wilson, who resides in Columbia, South Carolina.  Our boat happened to be at the Port Credit 
Marina during first weekend of August.  We spotted a boat registered from Charleston, South Carolina tied up 
a few slips from ours.  Having spent some time in that fine city, I haled a “hello” ... and was greeted by Jack 
and his boating partner Dale on board their vessel, a beautiful dark blue hulled tug trawler.  Jack had voyaged 
from South Caroline to Lake Ontario, and is spending time here and the Thousands Islands.  Being a strong 
member of the USPS, and having previous connections with the Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons, Jack 
said he wanted to join a local squadron.  I told Jack that I was a newbie “Training Officer” and asked what 
squadron did he choose?   
He said, “The best squadron I could find from the w eb information was a place called Guelph ...  
Do you know of it?”  What a small, small world!  
Welcome aboard the Guelph Squadron, Jack and Dale! 
 
Respectfully submitted, Your Training Officer, Dave Williams 

Let the classes begin!!!   Training, education, and  boating safety is what CPS is about. 
See the message from our training officer below, and the back page of this newsletter as a reminder 
to attend course registration on September 16. Classes begin on September 23.   
In the middle pages read about 2009 Rendezvous and see who contributed to making it a success. 



 

2009 Guelph Squadron  Rendezvous 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Beautiful 50 Point Marina on Lake Ontario was once again host to this year’s rendezvous held on 
June 19-23.  The weekend started out Friday night with a few rambunctious members enjoying din-
ner at The Landing Restaurant.  Despite the continuous rain, the rest of the squadron members ar-
rived early Saturday morning to the Engledale House to find Cathy Aldersley and Heather Fitzsi-
mons organizing the traditional breakfast feast of pancakes and sausages. Ernie Whalley was sent 
out to find the missing barbeques, while Dave Williams, Mike Seitz and Brian Wakefield, under the 
watchful eye of his wife Glenna and Ed Woxnica, took their queue and armed themselves with rain-
coats, spatulas and tongs.  Our first-rate cooks made sure all were well fed.  
 
The plans for the day sent half of the members to the Welland Canal to watch lakers travel through 
the locks, while others took shelter from the rain and lounged on boats to share tales of past vaca-
tions.  Dave and Sue Williams were only too happy to share a bottle of their Portuguese ‘Ponche’, a 
potent punch from the Cape Verde Islands. With a devious grin, Dave poured a healthy shot of this 
foreign potion to each guest, and perhaps a second or third to Lynda Ferraro! That said, it was quite 
an honour to be aboard their vessel knowing it sailed such an adventurous voyage overseas to ports 
unknown. 
 
It wasn’t long before we could hear the clinking of the bottles back at Engledale House where Nick 
and Christine Wenzler were mixing the secret ingredients for the highly anticipated Commanders 
Punch.  With sheer delight, Ernie gave the nod of approval with the official taste testing.  Unfortu-
nately, everyone enjoyed the punch, leaving not a drop for Sunday breakfast!  Once again we en-
joyed a superb meal of steaks, salads and desserts, followed by Larry and Julie Wolstat’s raffle of 
prizes donated by supportive businesses throughout Guelph.  Each couple was fortunate to take 
home terrific winnings!  Afterwards, rather than dish duty, Ralph Stolberg took keen initiative in chop-
ping wood, much to Wendy’s displeasure, for the evening bonfire.  Jennifer and Kaitlyn brought out 
the marshmallows, while others brought out the worst in jokes!  The light rains started again late in 
the evening, sending us all to our boats for a good nights sleep. 
 
We arose Sunday morning to sunshine and calm winds.  After another appetizing breakfast, fellow 
boaters participated in the Blessing of the Boats, then off everyone went to prepare their vessels for 
the Commanders Sail Pass.  On board Ernie’s boat ‘Airforce’, Cathy Aldersley with Pat and Kaitlyn 
Smeltzer watched Nick Wenzler salute each passing vessel;  Larry and Julie on ‘Beshert’, Dave and 
Sue on ’Inja’, Jackie Unsworth, Lydna Ferraro, with Don and Jennifer Smeltzer on Ralph and 
Wendy’s boat ‘Altona’, and Fred and Sally Whittle on John Sorenson and Andrea Kehrers boat 
‘Windseaker’.  Don Lockhart arrived with ‘Dirt Money’, however due to engine problems, had to sit 
the afternoon out.  A friendly showdown arose between Windseaker and Altona reaching top speeds 
of 3 knots under sail, however the warm sunshine, the stillness of the water and the distant view of 
the City of Toronto calmed us and we headed back to the marina. The day ended with cold refresh-
ments, well wishes for a great summer, and a heartfelt thank you to Cathy and Heather for organiz-
ing a wonderful weekend.  
 
Submitted by Jackie Unsworth 



Boating Buy, Sell, and Trade.  
Squadron members may list any boating related items that you want to buy, sell, or trade. Ads are free to members.  
  
For Sale - 2005 Norseboat 17.5 sailboat . Canadian made, #11. Classic look with modern materials. Lapstrake fiberglass 
hull. Centreboard. Carbon fibre free standing mast. Easy to rig. Gaff main, furling jib. 2 headsails - working jib and drifter/
reacher. Colour coded running rigging. Large cockpit for family daysailing or 2 sleeping aboard. Spray dodger, bimini, zip in 
cockpit tent, cockpit cover. 2005 2 HP 4 stroke Honda outboard, 2 rowing stations, 2 sets of oars. EZ Loader trailer with oil 
lube spindles, LED lights. All in excellent, well cared for condition. Ready to sail.  $15,500.  
Bill @519-740-8509 or billwick@gmail.com. Located in Cambridge. Pictures available 

Please see the next page for business cards and addresses of our contributors.  

 
Future Dates to take note of: 
 
August 31- Ralph Stolberg & Wendy Hodgson depart for points south on board their sailboat ‘Altona’. Fair winds!!! 
 
September 16 -Registration for fall CPS courses. See poster on the back page of this newsletter 
September 23 -Fall CPS classes start at Centennial High School 
 
December 5 -Guelph CPS Christmas Dinner and Dance. Tickets available soon. Watch the website for details.  






