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Commanderõs ReportCommanderõs Report  
Welcome to 2012. Shortly, you will 

probably have visited the Toronto 

Boat Show and are starting to think 

about next summer on the water. For 

boaters, the Boat Show seems to be a bit of a the 

turning point in our long Canadian winter. It is when 

you start thinking about Spring and all the work you 

have to do to get the boat ship shape. 

This year is a very special year for the Guelph 

Squadron. We will be celebrating our 50th Anni-

versary. Plans are underway for a number of events 

to celebrate our birthday. You will notice that this 

issue of the Blinkinõ Buoy is much larger than usual. 

We are putting an extra effort into remembering our 

past.  

Also, we hope to publish a Special Anniversary 

Issue soon. 

Preparing for our 50th will require considerable ex-

tra effort and if any of you would like to contribute 

or help out, please do not hesitate to contact myself 

or any member of the Bridge . 

Wishing you all a fun and healthy 2012. 

 

Wayne Young 

young.ferraro@deja-vu.ca 

519-767-0132 

Celebrating 50 Years  - 1962ñ2012 

http://www.guelph-power-sail.ca/Bridge.htm
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In our 50th year of providing safe boating 

education, the tradition continues. We 

are midway through another great train-

ing season. Our Boating Course is 

strong with 23 students, soon to be full-fledged 

CPS members. I must say, this is one of the largest 

Boating classes in our District, of which we can be 

proud. I trust for these students this is just the be-

ginning of many years to come in association with 

our Squadron, in both continued training and with 

our social activities.  

In addition to the Boating Course, Seamanship 

and Fundamentals of Weather were completed in 

the fall session. New courses are being added to the 

slate for the winter session. This includes Global 

Weather, Navigating with GPS, Electronic 

Charting, and Sail. And we have two students 

working towards completion of the Navigator 

Course in celestial navigation. We should indeed 

have a great graduation ceremony in May 2012 as 

yet another mark of our 50th year. 

As usual, Maritime Radio will be offered in April 

over three class nights. Keep your eye on our Web 

site for information. 

It is a high level goal of our Squadron to provide a 

full slate of courses, contingent on materials, instruc-

tors and demand. If you see a CPS course you are 

interested in, let me know, and we will see what we 

can do to deliver it. Please feel free to contact me 

with feedback or questions regarding any of our 

training programs. 

Once again, I offer my thanks to all involved who 

have made our training successful, and to our fellow 

students with whom we have embarked on this jour-

ney of continuous learning in support of our boating 

interests. May your òlearningó journey continue to 

be one of exciting passages and fascinating new 

destinations. 

 

Dave Williams 

Training Officer  

519-823-5143 

dwilliam@gto.net 

Stay informed,visit; http://www.guelph-power-

sail.ca/  

 

Training Report  
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òThe best thing about the Guelph Power 

Squadron at the time, was that it was a family 

oriented organizationó.  

John R. Hammill 

John was one of the co-founders of the Guelph Power 

Squadron. I had the pleasure of talking with John Ham-

mill the other day.  The statement above reflects how he 

felt about the Squadron in the early days. 

In 1961ñ62, John was one of 26 guelphites, who suc-

cessfully completed the Piloting course, put on in 

Guelph by the officers of the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Squadron. On April 17, 1962, this group was granted a 

Squadron Warrant . 

In the early 1960õs, the camaraderie among Squadron 

members was good.  John and his wife Mary held the first 

cocktail party.  Howard Neely and his wife held the first 

corn roast.  To compliment the quota of social activities, 

a rendezvous was held.  This event brought families to-

gether.  John spoke highly of the family-oriented activi-

ties that lasted throughout the weekend.  Strong friend-

ships were forged.  And for John, family bonds were 

strengthened. 

For the next 10 years, while John was an active member 

of the Guelph Squadron (Commander in 1967), he 

took 7 courses and earned 8 merit marks.  He then 

moved on to allow others the opportunity to get involved.   

Both John and his wife were from boating families.   

They have owned many boats, large and small. In fact, all 

boats were named Renrod, a derivation of his wifeõs fami-
ly name.  The familyõs boating activities continue to this 

day.    Daughter Dana spent many years at the helm of 

her future husbandõs off-shore race boats

(www.tuffmarine.com), while son Jeff likes to escape to 

his 42õ sail boat in Annapolis.  All grandchildren have 

their Pleasure Craft Operators Card and the great 

grandkids are now lined up to get their cards.  

During the summer months, John and his growing family 

spent every moment they could on the water.  They trav-

elled to most of the ports in Georgian Bay and many in 

Lake Huron and northern Lake Michigan.  Currently, 

he has a small boat (a 211 Grew) at the cottage in Mus-

koka.  With the warm water of Florida calling, as it calls 

out to many past and present Squadron members, who 

knows what his next boat may be. 

As I was talking with John, I wondered how many òfamily 

relationshipsó there are in the Squadron today, let alone 

in the past.  I did some checking of the current member-

ship list.  Given that some names may not be paternally-

oriented, I found that, of the 175 current members, there 

are at least 5 father-son teams and 22 spousal/

significant other teams. Mother-child and sibling combi-

nations are probably in the membership, but are not obvi-

ous.  So, at least a third of our members have family con-

nections.  

Someone once said that there is nothing like messing 

around in boats.  John, and at least a third of our mem-

bers, can attest to the fact that there is nothing like 

messing around in boats with family.  

John Currie  

Squadron Historian  

The Early Years  
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Florida, 1987 

Dear Cliff,  

Delighted to get your letter concerning the origin of the Guelph Power Squadron, sorry that I will not be much help to 

you.  Carol and I have been stirring up memories from the mental oblivion that exists of that time. 

The list of charter members that I have amended in only one or two places, even with Carolõs help, I canõt recall any more. 

Now for the start of Guelph Squadron. Carol and I and Manny Birnbaum had taken Piloting from the Kitchener Power 

Squadron.   We both enjoyed it so much that we joined the Squadron and enrolled for their course in A.P.  Here we met Gus 

Bryant who at that time was a member of the Kitchener Squad, as were Carol and I.  Gus gave the course in A. P. alone and 

we enjoyed it very much indeed.  In fact the following year we renewed our membership and I took engine maintenance while 

Carol took meteorology.  Among the friends we made in the Kitchener Squad was Drew Riddle M.D., J.N., who approached 

Gus and I about forming a Squadron in Guelph under the sponsorship of the Kitchener Squad.  He and John Baetz, anoth-

er officer of the Kitchener Squad offered their assistance. 

I am pretty hazy about events for now but we managed mainly with the help of Manny Birnbaum to get a nucleus of backing for 

our Piloting Course to be given in Guelph under the auspices of the Kitchener Squadron.  I was appointed Training Officer 

Pro-temp. 

Drew Riddle, sometimes accompanied by another officer from the Kitchener Squadron attended all the classes and usually 

had a few encouraging remarks to add to the class. 

Following the outcome of the exam, the successful candidates were convened into a meeting sponsored by the Officers of the 

Kitchener Squadron in order to select a slate of officers for the Guelph Squadron.  At this meeting the Guelph Squadron 

was born and I had the honor of being appointed the Commander. 

As an item of news, at our first meeting of the executive, when we discussed whether we should have a publication and Manny 

Birnbaum, who was Lt Commander not only volunteering putting out the first issues but also suggested Blinkinõ Buoy as its 

name. 

I hope the information will be helpful.  Good luck to you in whatever you are planning in doing to celebrate the 25th Anniversary. 

Sincerely, 

A. Leggatt  

From the Archive 

In1987, we celebrated our 25th Anniversary. Cliff Barker was the Training Officer at this time and Art Leggatt 

was the first Commander of the Guelph Power Squadron. The following letter was published in the "Blinkin' 

Buoy" in May of 1987.  
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At first light after a night passage 

down Exuma Sound in our 37õ sail-

boat, Altona, we could just see the low 

shape of Conception Island with the 

masts of a few boats anchored there. We had 

missed visiting the island on our first trip to the Ba-

hamas, as the winds and weather were never favour-

able for an easterly sail to the largely unprotected 

anchorage. Even now we had planned to bypass 

the island in favour of making fast south easterly 

progress before the coming cold front, but during 

the night the line to our roller furler mechanism had 

snapped loose. With 15 knot winds and chop 

bouncing Altona across the ocean swells, we need-

ed a sheltered spot to anchor and take the furler 

apart. This turned out to be a happy accident, be-

cause our cruiser friends were right: Conception 

Island is not to be missed. 

As a part of the Bahamas National Trust, Con-

ception Island is intended to be kept in its un-

spoiled state for perpetuity. It boasts one of the 

most beautiful beaches in the Bahamas, a long 

crescent of pristine white sand curving gracefully 

along the edge of shallow West Bay, and tur-

quoise water so clear it looked as though Altona 

and her dinghy were suspended in glowing air. 

Breakers crashed musically at one end of the 

beach, and at the other, razor sharp limestone rock 

Conception Island, Bahamas  
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sculpted into fantastic shapes curved protectively 

between the bay and the Atlantic Ocean beyond. 

Paradise could not have looked lovelier, especially 

after a long night at sea. 

The roller furling mechanism repaired and back in 

place, we were free to explore the island and sur-

rounding reefs. The colours of the reef at Con-

ception Island werenõt as vibrant as other places 

weõve snorkelled, nor were the fish as plentiful, but 

who can complain about an afternoon spent putter-

ing from place to place peering through the clear 

bottomed ôlooky-bucketõ until you find a likely place 

to jump overboard and snorkel over a fantastic vari-

ety of coral? Walking along pure white sand where 

the only footprints were ours, Ralph proclaimed it 

the best beach of any heõs seen in the Bahamas.  

At 4:00 it was time to join the other half dozen 

cruisers who were anchored at the island for 

òsundownersó (potluck snacks and drinks) on the 

beach. Meeting new people is one of the delights 

of cruising, and we shared stories of sailing, snor-

kelling, exploring the islandõs inland creeks by din-

ghy, and sightings of sea turtles darting through 

clear, quiet waters. We were only driven back to the 

boat at dusk by the hordes of hungry no-see-ums 

that appeared for their own pot-luck with us as the 

main course. Even Paradise has its downside, but 

despite the voracious insects, Conception Island is 

as beautiful and unspoiled as it gets. To follow our 

further adventures as Altona explores the Carib-

bean, visit www.sailblogs.com/member/altona 

 

Wendy & Ralph 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/altona
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Your Squadron needs your help?  

 

The Squadron is always looking for volunteers. We need volunteers to help out with 

the telephone committee.  

If interested, please contact Cathy Aldersley at 519-763-7640 or 

chall@ca.inter.ca. 
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A Photo from the past ééé. Recognize anyone? 

Believed to taken at the 1981 Squadron Rendezvous. 

The Pleasure Craft Operators Card online course has been launched on the CPS-ECP Website.  

 

It can be viewed by visiting http://www.cps -ecp.ca/card.html. In conjunction with the launch, is a limited 

time introductory offer for those wishing to take the course online. The discount code is 237304 and val-

id from January 14th to February 15th 2012. 

If you are successful and are interesting in a more in depth boating course consider the CPS Boating 

Course . 

http://www.cps-ecp.ca/card.html
http://www.guelph-power-sail.ca/Training/Introductory_Courses.htm
http://www.guelph-power-sail.ca/Training/Introductory_Courses.htm
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Upcoming Events for 2012  

¶ January 18 ñ Global Weather Course begins 

¶ January 18 ñ Sail Course begins 

¶ January 25 ñ Student Night  

¶ February 1 ñ Navigating with GPS and Electronic 

Charting Course begins 

¶ April 1 ñ CPS Boating Course Exam  

¶ April 4 ñ Maritime Radio Course begins 

¶ April 23 ñ Squadron Annual General Meeting  

¶ May 2 ñ Student Graduation  

¶ July 14 & 15 ñ Rendezvous 2012 
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Rendezvous 2012 

Our annual Rendezvous will be held at Beacon Bay 

Marina on Saturday, July14th and Sunday, July 

15th, 2012. 

For more information, please contact Wayne Young 

at 519-767-0132 or young.ferraro@deja-vu.ca   


